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This is interview #1 with Mrs. Alfred M. (Milton)
Hawkins of Seal Beach, California. The maiden name
of Mrs. Hawkins is Beatrice V. Carver. Mrs. Hawkins
is the aunt of Hubert Perry, the son of Herman Perry, and the
relationship is through Hubert's mother, whose maiden name is
Carver. Mrs. Hawkins and Mrs. Herman Perry were sisters. Arena
is interviewing. The date is March 8, 1972. Mrs. Hawkins, may
I begin by asking you where and when you were born?

ARENA:

HAWKINS:

I was born in Spencer, Iowa.

ARENA:

And would you mind recounting how it is that you did
come to Whittier, California, where during the
President's high schools years you graded his English
papers; although, as you said, you were not actually his teacher,
but you did get to grade some of his English papers? How is it
that you came to Whittier~

HAWKINS:

My sister and her husband, Herman Perry, were living
in Whittier, and I got a telegram one morning asking
me to come to Whittier to teach high school, because
I had attended Whittier High School five years before that, and
that's how I happened to come. I decided to come back to Whittier
to teach.

ARENA:

Do you mind if I ask you when you graduated from high
school?

HAWKINS:

In 1915.
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ARENA:

So that you began teaching in 1920.

HAWKINS:

That's right.

ARENA:

And you retired in what year, if I may ask?

HAWKINS:

I retired from Whittier High School in 1956.

ARENA:

And then did you not teach any more after that--no
part-time teaching, as some teachers will tend to do?

HAWKINS:

No.

ARENA:

You really retired.

HAWKINS:

I really retired.

ARENA:

Do you mind if I ask you your educational background?
Would you give a summary of the schools you attended?

HAWKINS:

I attended Morningside College four years, where I
received my A.B. degree, and then I came to California
and went to [university of California] Berkeley for
my master's degree.

ARENA:

I'm sorry, but did you mention where Morningside College
is located?

HAWKINS:

Morningside College is located in Sioux City, Iowa.

ARENA:

I see.

HAWKINS:

Yes.

ARENA:

Did you have any minor? Or was there another subject
that interested you equally?

Did you major in English at that time?

HAWKINS:

Yes. I started to major in German, and then the war
came on and German wasn't a popular subject, so I
switched then and majored in English and minored in
history. I was very pleased when I came to [university of
California] Berkeley, where I had to have my credits evaluated.
I didn't lose one single credit from Morningside College. And
some of the other girls that I was with lost many credits from
some other schools, so I was very pleased that Morningside ranked
that high with the Berkeley professors.
ARENA:

Do you mind if I ask you about your parents, your
father's occupation, and whether or not both or
either had gone on to college themselves?
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HAWKINS:

My mother had not. She married young. But my father
was a school teacher and a farmer, so after he began
farming an 840-acre ranch, he no longer taught school.

ARENA:

Would this be also in Ohio?

HAWKINS:

No, in Iowa.

ARENA:

Does that mean, regarding your father's occupation as
a farmer, that you grew up on a farm, or was he in
the midst of changing from teaching to farming?

HAWKINS:

Well, I grew up on a farm, you might say, but yet I
didn't, because my father died when I was seven, and
my mother then moved into town.

ARENA:

So up to that period, you lived on a farm.

HAWKINS:

Yes, that's right.

Spencer, Iowa, is in Clay County.

ARENA:

The reason I asked that is that you would know better
than anyone the main income of Whittier was agriculture,
from the standpoint of the majority of the people. Al
though oil was important, there were fewer people, I think, who
were actually in the oil business, although it was important.
And, thinking back, do you think that that gave you an advantage
as far as your contact with the students and the community, that
you had been brought up, to that extent, on a farm?
HAWKINS:

I'm sure that it did, because many of our students at
Whittier High School came from the ranches, and I
often had to excuse them if they were late to class,
because they were late getting to school, so I think it gave me
that appreciation of their problems.

ARENA:

Do you recall what schools your father attended, by
any chance, and his area of teaching while he was a
teacher?

HAWKINS:

No, I really don't know that, because I was too young
when he died, and all I have to remember is what my
mother told me. But it was in Ohio. My father was
born in Marion, Ohio.

ARENA:

Do you think that your own interest in teaching, al
though you knew him a very short period, might in some
way be related to his having been a teacher?

HAWKINS:

That might be, and yet I had four sisters and a brother
who were teachers, so it kind of ran in the family.
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ARENA:

Do you mind if I ask you what you were intending to do
with your German when you were going to major in it?
Were you thinking of being a German language teacher?

HAWKINS:

Yes and no. I had a very wonderful German teacher in
Morningside College who had her aspirations for me to
be an interpreter, and that's all I heard. I worked
with her day after day with my German, because she just felt
that I could be an interpreter. Well then, as I say, when war
came and we had to drop so many courses, I gave up my German.
But I had no thought of being a teacher. I really never thought
of being a teacher.
ARENA:

How did it come about, then?

HAWKINS:

I think it was the conditions of the times in 1920.
It was easier to go into the classroom. In fact, I
had been given a scholarship to Carnegie Tech [Institute
of Technology], but they told me I needed experience as a teacher,
so I thought I'd teach for a couple of years and then go on to
Carnegie Tech and go into merchandising. And I began teaching
and liked it so well'that I stayed in it~

ARENA:

How.did you enjoy teaching at Whittier High School?
Was that the only place where you did teach?

HAWKINS:

No. I didn't come to Whittier High School until 1923.
I taught in South Dakota, Mitchell, South Dakota, and
it was there that I was teaching when I got the tele
gram asking me to come to Whittier High School. And so I decided
to come to California, because of having gone to Whittier High
School as a student. I felt very honored to think that I was
asked to come back to teach with four of my former teachers and
the same principal. Mr. Olney Albertson was there as principal
when I went to Whittier High School as a student, and he still
was the principal when I came back to teach~
ARENA:

How is it that you did come to Whittier High School,
leaving Iowa where you were born?

HAWKINS:

Well, my sister, Lola Perry, wanted me to come out and
spend a year with her, because Hubert was just a month
old; so I decided to come out and see if I liked
California.

ARENA:

What do you recall in the way of meeting President Nixon
the very first time? Was it an unusual meeting, or
was it just that it has not left any impression on
your mind at all?

HAWKINS:

You mean as President?
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ARENA:

No, as a person, the very first time you ever met him.

HAWKINS:

Well, the first time I knew Richard Nixon was when he
was in high school, the two years that he was in
Whittier High School.

ARENA:

That would have been, just so we set the historical
record [straight], 1928 through 1930, those two
academic years.

HAWKINS:

That's right. The greatest honor, I think, that came
to Whittier High School, was when Dick won our
oratorical contest, and was sent ID the various
schools to compete. And he went to Denver [Colorado], the last
one. He won all of them until he went to Denver. And when he
lost that one, it wasn't any disgrace, but I've often wondered
whatever happened to the man that defeated him in Denver.

ARENA:

As a matter of fact, had any other student gone that
far before, when you were there?

HAWKINS:

No.

ARENA:

In other words, he had won an unprecedented number of
different contests.

HAWKINS:

That's right.

ARENA:

Any idea what would have been beyond Denver? In other
words, would that have put him in the finals, or would
there have been other contests?

HAWKINS:

Yes, I think, then it would have been the national
[contest]. You see, he won the state contest, and I
think Denver, if my memory serves me rightly, was a
regional, and probably had he won that, he would have gone on
to the national. But I'm not too sure about that.

ARENA:

What do you recall about that speech, and everything
connected with it? In other words, I do believe there
is a copy in the annual, that one speech that they
included in the annual, but what impression did the speech make
on you, and what do you recall of it?
HAWKINS:

Well, frankly, it's been so many years, I'm sure I
don't remember anything about it, other than that we
were very proud of Whittier High School that Richard
Nixon was representing us.

ARENA:

What do you recall about his speaking ability in
general? In other words, what traits and character
istics did you feel he had then?
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HAWKINS:

Well, Dick gave most of us the impression that he was
--I don't like to use the word superior--above all
the other students, because his English was just
flawless and he never seemed to have to work hard in class to
be the top student in the class.
ARENA:

In other words, he would get good grades but did not
appear to be a bookworm?

HAWKINS:

That's right.

ARENA:

He did not appear to be working hard?

HAWKINS:

Yes. And, as I say, as I remember, going out for
sports, he didn't go out and play on the varsity
team, but he was always going out for sports, and
you wouldn't have called him a sports figure.
ARENA:

In addition to going out for sports, he also attended
such extracurricular activities as debating?

HAWKINS:

Debating and oratorical work.

ARENA:

And were you aware that he was working part-time out
side of school at that time?

HAWKINS:

I don't know that I knew that, particularly, although
it seems as though--and this may be from having heard
my brother-in-law talk about Dick--he did this grocery
work, going into town at 4 o'clock in the morning and then coming
back to bring his groceries to the store and then coming to school.
ARENA:

And by going into town, you are referring to the period
he would buy vegetables at the marketplace in Los
Angeles [California] and set up the stands in his own
father's grocery store?

HAWKINS:

That's right.

ARENA:

Do you mind if I ask you your brother-in-law's name?

HAWKINS:

Herman Perry.

ARENA:

Oh, that's right
Do you mind if I ask you to recall
some of the examination papers, or other types of
papers--maybe reports--that you read in order to
grade them, that had been written by President Nixon in high
school?

HAWKINS:

0

well, I don't remember the content, other than the
fact that both his English teacher and I read them
for pure enjoyment, because his English was so good
that we didn't have to make many corrections.
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ARENA:

When you say that they were so good, could you compare
him, say, from your own personal experience, with
other students that you have known who also were
good, were superior? In other words, how would you rank him-
if you've ever thought of this--how would you rank him with all
of the best students you've ever had? Can you say there were
maybe something like five who were that good, was he even above
any of the other students you've ever had, was he that exceptional?
HAWKINS:

No, I wouldn't say that, because I've had some bril
liant students in Whittier High School. I've had boys
that went on to become doctors and lawyers, and I've
had some girls that were superior. But I think that, in every
case, I've had to make more corrections on their papers than we
had to make on Dick's papers, because Dick was very methodical,
and what he turned in he had worked hard on, and it was good,
where some of my other straight A students--and I've had many
straight A students in Whittier High Schoo1--I still had to make
corrections on them.
ARENA:

Did you possibly meet his parents during this high
school period?

HAWKINS:

No, I never did. I met his mother [Hannah Mi1hous
Nixon] years later, and felt that she was the type
of mother that my own mother really was, that demanded
the best of her children, and succeeded in getting it.

ARENA:

Did you ever have a chance to compare the overall
caliber of the students of Whittier High with the
students, we'll say, that came from different sec
tions of the country, or even from different sections of the
state? In other words, I'm kind of interested in your evalua
tion of the average high school student at Whittier in the
President's time.

HAWKINS:

Well, of course, I'm probably partial, but Whittier
High School had superior students. Those that were
even in the lower brackets, I think, were better
than some in neighboring schools. I was awfully proud of my
students that went on to college. In the period 1924 to 1935,
we had approximately 60 percent of our students who could go on
to college. And from then on, they began to deteriorate. And
I'm sure that that was not true of neighboring schools.
ARENA:

Is there any accounting for that, especially in view
of the fact that, again, this was a farming community?
Was there anything special about this farming community,
or am I kind of betraying a prejudice in that the farm community
generally does not come up to the city community?
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HAWKINS:

No, I think that the students took pride in going to
Whittier High School, and we were ranked high in the
caliber of teachers that were at Whittier High School,
and I think that made an impression. In 1933 I went out to
Fullerton [High School] to interview an orchestra for the Whittier
High School senior prom. The head of the English Department was
in charge of this orchestra, and she said to me, "I've been want
ing to meet you," when she found out my name. My name was
Counsell then, Mrs. Counsell. And she said, "Every student that
I get from Whittier High School who is a straight A," she said,
"I ask them who their English teacher was, and they say they had
Mrs. Counsell." So, of course, that pleased me. But I do know
that our students worked for everything they got, and they strived
to do their best.
ARENA:

Do you think that there was any connection with the
good output of work by the Whittier students and the
fact that the Quaker community was particularly
interested in, and dedicated to, good education?

HAWKINS:

Well, that could be. And yet, there were lots of
students at Whittier High School that were not
Quakers.
I think it was more the time, that period
in our history when students were more eager to learn. There
wasn't the disciplinary problems. We had very few disciplinary
problems, as compared to later on in my teaching there. Dick
Nixon had no disciplinary problem, because he was all work and
no play, for Dick.
ARENA:

Did you ever find that his extracurricular activities
interfered with his academic responsibilities in any
way, in that he did not get some assignments in on
time, or his grades suffered?

HAWKINS:

I don't believe sO,.because, as I recall when we were
recording our grades on the report cards, Dick Nixon
would be straight A right along, so he worked for
every teacher.,

ARENA:

What do you recall of the social side of the President;
for example, this idea of interviewing a band for the
senior prom? Did he attend senior proms? Were you,
possibly, one of the chaperones at these affairs and you could
witness his social side, in that sense?
HAWKINS:

No, I don't think so. In 1928, '29 and '30, I was
Girls' League adviser, and I worked more with the
Girls' League and the Senior Mothers' Tea o
I
started the Senior Mothers' Tea in Whittier High School, and
with the Junior-Senior Banquets. I can't remember how many
years--I think from '30 to '33, probably the three or four years
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there--I had full charge of the banquet. But I don't recall
Dick's entering into anything like that, other than that he was
just one of the seniors or the juniors, when we had the Junior
Senior Banquet.
ARENA:

Could he have been one of the speakers at the banquets,
also, as an officer, a student government officer?

HAWKINS:

He probably was, in his senior year.

ARENA:

He ran and lost the presidency, but he might have been
a manager, [one of] those in charge of funds for the
athletic events, and so forth.

HAWKINS:

Yes.

ARENA:

But you don't recall that very specifically.

HAWKINS:

No, I don't.

ARENA:

Do you recall anything in connection with his playing
the piano? Were you ever present when he did?

HAWKINS:

No.

ARENA:

Were you aware that he had that ability?

HAWKINS:

No, I didn1t know that at all.

ARENA:

Did you ever encounter him working anywhere in the city;
that is, possibly with some company where you had
business, aside from his own parents' grocery store?

HAWKINS:

No, I don't think I did.

ARENA:

Do you ever recall his relations with other students
from firsthand observation? Even though you did not
have him in class, maybe there were some functions
where you could see him operating with other students.
HAWKINS:

Well, I know this, that I recall vividly:
would say, "Oh, Dick Nixon's a brain."

ARENA:

And did they say that, in your estimation, in a derog
atory or in a respectful way?

HAWKINS:

Students

In a respectful [way]. You know, if you're jealous
of someone, you can say that~ "He's smarter than I
am." But they don't want to admit it, so they just
say, "Well, he's a brain."
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ARENA:

Can you account for his being popular in the sense that
he did win different elections, student manager, al
though not the presidency, and yet he did not have
the reputation of being, let's say, the overwhelmingly popular
type of personality?

HAWKINS:

You know, I think oftentimes it isn't the popularity
of the student that wins those elections, but the
students felt that he could do it. And you know,
there are lots of people who will vote for someone to do some
thing like that. They don't want to work themselves, and it
WAS work involved in things like that. And they KNEW that Dick
could do it, more than the fact that he was so popular with
everybody.
ARENA:

Is it your impression that most of the students were
interested in voting, that they were not--a common
word today, of course--apathetic?

HAWKINS:

Oh, no, they voted.

ARENA:

They did?

HAWKINS:

Yes.

ARENA:

Do you recall ever seang him in campaign action, so
to speak? Did you ever see him run for office, where
he was addressing students?

HAWKINS:

I probably did, but I don't recall it.

ARENA:

Did you ever see him appear in any plays? And now I'd
like to go even beyond the high school level, where he
appeared in some plays in college and belonged to the
Whittier Community Players.
HAWKINS:

That's right. Well, that was the first time that I
knew that Dick was in the Community Players, when Pat
was teaching, and Pat came in and said that she was
in a play with Dick Nixon, that she had dated him a couple of
times, you know. And Pat was just like a little girl when she
came to Whittier High School. She looked more like one of the
students than she did a teacher. And I recall vividly one day
about the first month that she taught there, she came into the
'ladies' lounge. One of the older teachers was lying down, and
she straightened up and she said, "Young lady, do you know that
this is a room reserved for faculty?" Pat stopped, and she said,
"Well, I am on the faculty." But she was so young-looking that
they didn't think she was a teacher.
ARENA:

I believe you were discussing your recollections of
Mrs. Richard Nixon, Pat Nixon, when she was teaching
aa Miss Ryan at the high school.
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HAWKINS:

That's right.

ARENA:

Do you mind if I ask you if you recall putting in a
good word about your former association with Richard
Nixon in high school to her? Did she ask you about
his background, do you recall?

HAWKINS:

No, I don't think she ever did. Pat, of course, was
there such a short time. I think she was there three
years, and she married Dick while she was still
teaching. Pat, Helene Drown and Edith Holt chummed together.
Helene was just there for one year. And of course, I lived in
Los Angeles, so I didn't see much of those girls outside of the
faculty meetings that we had.

ARENA:

We were discussing Mrs. Pat Nixon's youthfulness.
Was she mature and did she get the respect of the
students?

HAWKINS:

Oh, yes she did. She certainly did. Even though Pat
looked young, the students that she had--she taught
typing I believe--admired her greatly. And she had
no disciplinary problems.

ARENA:

How did she get along with the faculty in general?

HAWKINS:

Oh, splendidly, yes. We all liked Pat.
of took her in as one of USa

We just kind

ARENA:

Do you recall her recounting some of her experiences
in the beginning, meeting President Nixon~ that is,
where she was going to appear in a play--and I believe
that's where they met, through appearing in a play--do you recall
her recounting that to you, by any chance?
HAWKINS:

I don't know that she recounted it to me, but it was
noised around--whether_she told it to a group of us-
she didn't care for Dick at all. And then when she
married him, many of us were very surprised, because I'm sure
with Pat it wasn't love at first sight. I don't know whether
she stood in awe of him. Probably, because he was of that type a
Pat was gay and free, and I think probably she didn't feel at
ease. I recall her coming down to school and saying that she
had her first date with him, and she didn't care for him. But
it turned out differently. I think she has just made him a
marvelous wife.
Another thing that I recall, when Dick first started--I
don't know if this would be of any interest to you--when Dick
was running his headquarters for his campaign, Pat did all his
typing, stenographic work. They didn't have any money, you
know. And a group of college kids came in and said, "Would you
like to have us deliver these?" And they were so thrilled to
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have some college boys come in and deliver their pamphlets that
Pat had been cranking out on a mimeograph, and they gave them
all they could take. And the next day they found them down in
a ditch. And Pat told me one time that was the most heart
breaking thing she ever experienced, because she had worked so
hard, and she thought these kids were honest, you know, and
were going to go out and pass them out from door to door, and
found they had just gone out and destroyed them. That was in,
I think, 1946.
ARENA:

Was there anything in Mrs. Nixon's--Pat Nixon's-
makeup, when you knew her as a fellow teacher, that
she would be the type of political partner and able
to handle the political years as she has? Anything indicating
that on the high school level? Was she in any aspect of faculty
politics?
HAWKINS:

No.

ARENA:

There wasn't anything like that.

HAWKINS:

No.

ARENA:

Was there a teacher's organization of any type?

HAWKINS:

No.

ARENA:

But any sort of group where she had a chance to display
what evidently she has displayed since, the ability to
stand up under all kinds of pressure, and so forth?

HAWKINS:

Not that I recall. But just knowing Pat at that time,
her sincerity, that whatever she went into she would
do her best. And I think probably, even though she
might have hesitated on his going into politics, she thought,
if that's what he wants, then she was right behind him.
ARENA:

Were you surprised in any way by her ability to handle
these political years?

HAWKINS:

No. No, I'm not a bit surprised, because Pat had that
way about her. She was ingenious enough to rise to
any situation, and I don't think she liked public life
at all when she went into the thing, but she took it gracefully,
and I think that's the reason that she is today one of the most
gracious First Ladies we've ever had.
ARENA:

As you know from the collection of letters you've
received from the First Family, that he was writing
the book, Six Crises, and one of the crises deals
with the danger in the Caracas, Venezuela, overseas trip. Was
there ever anything like that during Pat's teaching years--not
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similar but any emergency situation--where you could more or less
see that she had the ability to handle this more serious emergency?
Was there ever a high school teaching period emergency?
HAWKINS:

I don't recall any. You know, she went in and worked
at Bullock's-Wilshire Store in the summertime. Pat
never let a day go by that she wasn't earning money.
She worked her way, you know, in every way. And so, I think that
those are all attributes that are now displaying themselves, that
she could handle herself in any situation.

ARENA:

HAWKINS:

As this interview is coming to an end, Mrs. Hawkins,
is there anything that I have not brought up that you
would like to mention and touch upon?

Well, I don't recall anything in particular, only just
to say that when Dick was running for office and filling
the offices of Congressman, Senator and vice President,
we were all very, very proud of him. And now here is one little
incident that might be of note: You know, when Checkers had her
pups, and he sent one of the pups out to Herman, he wouldn't let
anybody know that that puppy was coming to California, for fear
they would make some publicity of it. And Herman didn't even
tell any of us that he was getting this little puppy. He got
up at 4 o'clock and went over to Ontario [California] to meet
the plane and got this little dog and brought it home. We knew
that we were going to get a dog, but we didn't know it was
coming that particular day. We knew it was going to be a female,
and we were going to call her Dixie. And when she came, she had
a little tag on, "Candy." And she was just a carbon copy of
Checkers.
Well, do you know--Lola, my sister, had died then--and Mary
Ellen [Perry Hartman] and the children got the dog. well, then
they went to Abadan, Iran, with Standard Oil Company, and I got
Candy. But Candy, by that time, had had HER pups, so I had one
of Candy's pups and Candy, that I kept for two years, and during
that two years Dick and Pat came out to a meeting at the Ambassador
[Hotel] and Hubert was there with them, and Dick asked Hubert if
there was any chance that he could see Candy before they left,
because the girls wanted to see Candy. So at midnight Hubert
called me and said, "Auntie, I'll be over at 7 o'clock in the
morning to get Candy." He said, "Dick's girls want to see her."
So we got up early and combed Candy and groomed her. Hubert
came and took her over to Whittier, where they were having break
fast. The security men were out at the sidewalk, and as Hubert
got out of the car, the dog was on a leash, the security man came
up and said, "I'm sorry, you can't take that dog in here." And
Hubert said, "Well, I think possibly THIS dog can go in." And
he said he hadn't any more than said it when the door opened and
those two little girls came running out, and they said, "Oh, Candy,
Candy, Candy~" Hubert said it was just really pathetic to see
those girls love that dog. It just showed that they had been
denied things, you know, being in the public eye for so long.
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ARENA:

Do you mind if I ask what happened, eventually, to
Candy?

HAWKINS:

To Candy? Candy lived to be exactly as old as her
mother was. When Checkers died she was, I think,
thirteen, and Candy was thirteen. But oh, for years
there, I sent Pat pictures of Candy and Nixie, her pup, with me.
During the 1960 election I ran the Nixon headquarters in
Montebello [CaliforniaJ--the Democrats for Nixon. I was a
Republican, but I headed up the Democrats for Nixon, and we had
a hundred and twenty-five people working, from 9 o'clock in the
morning till 9 o'clock at night. And I fixed the two dogs up
with placards. Over Candy I had a placard, "Mamma wants Dick
for President~" And over Nixie I had a little placard that
said, "Grandma wants Dick for President," and I took their
pictures, with the dogs out on the sidewalk, and sent them to
Pat. In some of these letters that I have, Pat wrote back and
she said, "How nice to see Checker's kin."
ARENA:

Mrs. Hawkins, that's a very nice way to end the inter
view, and I want to thank you for your hospitality in
allowing me to come into your home and hold this inter
view for the Presidential Library collection. Thank you very
much.
HAWKINS:

Thank you.

